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Joan and Vince Jaskiewicz enjoy a sunny summer day with their daughter, Kathi, who has been a resident at EHCA for 47 years.  

Kathi will be among the residents who move into EHCA’s new community homes for individuals with complex medical conditions. 
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The mission of EHCA  
is to assist people with  
disabilities to live rich  

and fulfilling lives. 

Admissions, provision of services, and referrals of 

residents or program participants shall be made 

without regard to race, color, religious creed,  

disability, ancestry, national origin, age, gender, or 

limited English proficiency.  

   Message from the CEO 
 

We all tend to take opening doors for granted, whether we 

are opening the car door to go to work or answering the 

doorbell at home to welcome friends. There are  

circumstances, though, when opening doors requires  

courage and resolve. When EHCA opens these doors, it is 

usually because, despite effort and cost, we believe they are 

necessary to usher in hope, compassion, and possibilities. 
 

That was the case more than a century ago when our  

agency’s founders first opened the doors of Erie Infants 

Home and Hospital. It happened in 1927 when our current 

facility on East 27th Street was built to meet the increasing need for services and again 

in the 1950s when we opened our doors to those with intellectual disabilities. The 

doors of our first community residence opened in 1987. It was exactly the right 

move. Living in real homes in real communities tremendously improved the quality of 

life for numerous individuals with intellectual disabilities statewide. EHCA now has 19 

community homes serving over 100 residents. When considering our other pro-

grams, we are caring for over 400 individuals every single day. 
 

Now fast forward to 2017. EHCA has initiated a project to build up to four new  

community homes equipped to care for residents with complex medical conditions. 

Our residents needing advanced clinical care and specialized medical equipment  

currently live at our main facility. Our 90-year-old building no longer adequately  

provides the space these individuals require, and it certainly does not offer the same 

level of homey comfort and community engagement that have enabled our other  

residents to thrive. In addition, there are people on a state waiting list who  

desperately need the skilled care EHCA provides. EHCA is one of only a few  

organizations in the entire state that is fully equipped and experienced to serve these 

individuals. 
 

In February, we kicked off a Capital Campaign to raise funds for this building project 

that opens the doors of our mission and vision to those who need it most. We have 

been overwhelmed by the generous outpouring of support from our Board of  

Directors, our staff, our parents and guardians, area businesses, and individuals. All 

this inspires us to exceed expectations and ensure that more individuals who need 

this level of care can find a home at EHCA. 
 

EHCA has been in the business of opening doors to new possibilities for 105 years. 

You can open doors, too, by joining us on the Capital Campaign of Hope,  

Compassion, and Possibilities. Learn more at our website:  www.ehca.org. 

Charles Walczak 
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Erie Homes for Children and Adults has kicked off a 

Capital Campaign to build community homes for 

individuals with intellectual disabilities who also 

have complex medical conditions. The homes will 

offer nursing care and advanced medical equipment 

while maintaining a warm and welcoming  

community home atmosphere. 
 

“The project calls for building four homes at a total 

cost of nearly $5 million,” says Edwin Smith, Esq., 

co-chair of the Campaign Cabinet with Ann  

Halupczynski. “Each home will be fully equipped to 

meet the medical needs of the residents. Our  

campaign goal is $1.5 million, slightly higher than the 

cost of one community home. EHCA is one of just 
six agencies in the state—and the only one in  

Northwest Pennsylvania—that specializes in  

providing this level of medical care for people with 

intellectual disabilities.” 
 

Charles Walczak, EHCA’s CEO, describes two  

critical challenges driving the decision to initiate the 

project. “First, there are many people in our region 

on the state waiting list for services, so the need is 

very real,” he says. “Second, we are required to 

meet the state’s Community Rule, which sets the 

standard for integrating people with intellectual  

disabilities in their communities. Our goal is to  

exceed these standards for our current residents 

and provide additional capacity to help address 

those on the waiting list.” 

In addition to Edwin Smith, Ann Halupczynski, and 

Charles Walczak, members of the Campaign  

Cabinet include Jerry Cannon, EHCA Board  

President; Vickie Lampe, Vice President of Client & 

Community Relations, PNC; Jim Martin, Region 

President, Northwest; Frances McCormick, Esq., 

Knox McLaughlin Gornall and Sennett; Michelle 

Robertson, Project Manager, Hamot Health  

Foundation; and Jonathan Rilling, EHCA Vice  

President of Marketing, Advancement, &  

Communications. 

 

 

Building Hope, Opening Doors 
EHCA announces its Capital Campaign to build homes  

for individuals with complex medical conditions  

EHCA currently 

provides care for 

residents with 

complex medical 

conditions in its 

main facility on 

East 27th Street 

in Erie. 

For Justin, shown 

with staff member 

Melanie Ditzel, the 

campaign means 

having a warm and 

welcoming place to 

call home.  
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Project First Step helps mothers  

quit smoking and stay smoke free 
 

Project First Step has become one of the first agencies in Pennsylvania to offer the 

evidence-based program Baby & Me Tobacco Free. This smoking cessation  

program offers incentives to mothers who remain tobacco free during their  

pregnancy and through their baby’s first year.  
 

Women who quit smoking are less likely to have premature and low-birth weight 

babies. Maintaining smoking cessation after the baby is born extends the positive health benefits for  

women and their families by reducing the damaging effects of secondhand smoke. This results in healthier 

mothers and healthier babies. 
 

PFS Director Tina Ferraro is excited to add Baby & Me Tobacco Free to the list of support services PFS 

can offer families in the community. “By completing the training, our staff has additional resources to  

maximize the number of babies born healthy and full-term. This also  

ensures more children will live in safe, healthy home environments.” 
 

Each participant receives at least four prenatal cessation-counseling  

sessions, support, and carbon monoxide monitoring. Mothers can receive 

up to two vouchers for diapers while pregnant, providing they remain 

smoke free. Mothers that stay smoke free after the baby is born receive a 

$25 monthly voucher for diapers for up to 12 months postpartum.  

EHCA and Eagle’s Nest Leadership Corp. join forces to train 

area youth and employ them as Direct Support Professionals 
 

The Eagle’s Nest Employability Initiative strives to equip young  

people with the discipline and job skills they need to gain and retain  

employment. EHCA seeks dedicated and dependable employees to  

assist individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  

Together, they are preparing a group of Eagle’s Nest participants for 

jobs as Direct Support Professionals at EHCA.  
 

Eagle’s Nest students will complete four weeks of intensive job skills 

training at the Eagle’s Nest training center in Erie. Beginning April 3, 

they will transition to EHCA for four weeks as temporary employees, 

taking part in orientation, DSP training, and job shadowing. Upon  

successful completion of the program, they will be hired as trained and  

valued EHCA employees.   
 

The Eagle’s Nest Employability Initiative began in August of 2015. This collaboration with EHCA marks its 

seventh training group. The program focuses on the skills and attitudes necessary for success in both 

work and life:  respect, self-worth, responsibility, conflict resolution, time management, professionalism, 

and financial literacy. Throughout the program and beyond, Eagle’s Nest mentors participants and cele-

brates milestones as students’ lives are changed. 
 

James McMann, EHCA Director of Education and Training, sums it up this way. “This collaboration is a 

win-win for all of us. The students achieve employment, EHCA gains trained employees, and the Eagle’s 

Nest fulfills its goal of providing hope and opportunity for Erie’s youth.” 

Discussing steps to employment at EHCA are (l-r) 

ENLC Executive Director Dr. Onjanette Jackson, 
Miriah Jones, Devonare Cooper, EHCA Human 
Resources Specialist Bradley Higgins, LeBre  

Anthony, David Copeland, and ENLC founder and 
ENLC CEO Bishop Dwane Brock 

Heart of our Mission 
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A Page from our Scrapbook 
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Viva La Fiesta at the  Sheraton Erie Bayfront Hotel
Make your reservations today! 

 Return your invitation reply card or call EHCA at 814-454-1534. 
 

  5:30 p.m. Registration opens 
  6 - 7 p.m.  Open bar, appetizers, and music 
  7 - 11 p.m. Heavy hors d’oeuvres, music, dancing, cash bar, prize 
  wheel, wine wheel, prize raffles, live auction, and  
  exciting mission highlights 
 

(Reservations $100 per guest) 

Spring Event 

Friday, 
May 5 

Absolute Fire Protection • BKD CPAs and Advisors • Bostwick Design Partnership 
Circolo Nazionale Lodge #122 • ECGRA (Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority) 

Erie Federal Credit Union • Bill & Becky Hilbert • National Fuel Gas • PDC Pharmacy  
 

***** 
City Tile & Carpet • DeSantis Janitorial Solutions • MacDonald Illig Jones & Britton • Premier Conduit 

Ridge Policy Group • Ted Wood & Associates • Tungsten Creative Group • UC Assure • Yardmaster of PA 

Your Host 

WJET-TV 
 

Auctioneer 

Kevin Wheeler 
 

Music by 

Mambo 

Join us in thanking our generous sponsors: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIjZWH9cnSAhUGbSYKHXN6AZEQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartninja.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2Fb45b42182ebe2538876d6f4444a261fc04d2e983%2Fmusical-notes-clip-art-transp
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Project First Step 
Diapers, baby wipes 

Personal hygiene products 

Gas cards 

Car seats (infant and larger) 

Cribs, pack-n-plays 
 

MOVE Program 
Storage containers 

Art/craft supplies 

Fabric and sewing supplies 

Yarn, knitting looms, craft kits 

Scrapbooking/stamping supplies 

Gift cards for supplies 

Gift cards for restaurants, activities 

Guest passes to the YMCA 

What’s even better than a stroll along the beach? How about a 5k 

walk that makes a difference for EHCA residents at the same time? 

That’s stepping out with heels and hearts. 

 

Saturday,  June 3 
Beach 1, Presque Isle  State Park 

 

Registration opens at 7:45 a.m.  The 5K 

walk begins at 9 a.m., followed by the 

one mile Fun Walk at 9:15. 
 

Register to walk • Create a team 

Sponsor a walker • Make a donation 
 

 

Mark your calendar today and start contacting family and friends to 

join you or to sponsor you on your personal walk page. You can 

also register as a virtual walker or create a team. You can even go  

to the EHCA page and simply make a donation.  
 

Go to EHCA page:  hcf.convio.net/ehca  
 

View event page:  walkforahealthycommunity.org 
For registration questions or assistance, contact Karen Tuminello at 814-315-1857. 

Here is a list of supplies and 

resources that would be greatly 

appreciated by the people we 

serve. If you can help, contact 

Karen at 814-315-1857 or 

karen.tuminello@ehca.org. 

Welcoming New EHCA Board Members 

Benjamin D. Wilson Michelle Robertson 

Benjamin Wilson joined the 

board in 2016. He brings  

extensive experience in  

communications and  

organizational leadership. 

Ben is Division Manager for 

Workforce Development 

Services at Greater Erie 

Community Action  

Committee (GECAC). He 

holds an M.A. degree in 

Communications, Managerial 

& Organizational Leadership, 

from Edinboro University. 

Michelle Robertson is the 

Grants Coordinator and  

Project Manager for School 

Based Health Centers,  

Hamot Health Foundation.  

Adjunct faculty member at 

Gannon University in the  

areas of Health Professions 

and Sciences and School of  

Nursing, Michelle holds an 

MBA in Health Services  

Administration from Gannon 

University. She joined the 

board in 2016. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKLW3_arksgCFdO1gAodzHcJZw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartsheep.com%2Frmnb-readers-wish-alex-ovechkin-a-happy-28th-birthday-clipart%2FdT1hSFIwY0RvdkwzZDNkeTV5ZF
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THE Spring Event  
Friday, May 5—Cinco de Mayo! 
Sheraton Erie Bayfront Hotel 
Food • Music • Dancing • Auctions • Prizes 

 
Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community 

Saturday, June 3, Presque Isle State Park 
 

Erie Gives 
Online giving blitz 
Tuesday, August  8, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sponsored by Erie Community Foundation 

 
Victory Ride 2017 

Saturday, August 26 
Belle Valley Fire Department 

Save the Date 
 

 
 
 

The mission of EHCA 

is to assist people with  

disabilities to live  

rich and fulfilling lives.  

— 

Each person with a  

disability should have  

the opportunity  

to make choices,  

to contribute to his or 

her own daily lifestyle, 

to obtain the best  

education and training  

available, and  

to enjoy a home-like 

atmosphere with  

quality caregivers. 


